Dramatic fragments                 253
man, and cannot endure any formalities that hinder the full and immediate development of all his powers, which is the true aim of life. " I am cut out of a whole block," he says proudly. This makes him in the poet's mind a robust champion of unvarnished naturalness against conventional appearance (an honest, simple Satyros) and at the same time a parody on Werther, who stands on the same ground, from which he, however, strives upward toward high ideals, which Wurstel ridicules as the vapourings of a woman. In the play itself Kilian Brustfleck, the guardian and tutor of Hanswurst, is contrasted with him. He is the representative of that class which pays attention chiefly to appearances. He is unhappy that with all his moral and political sweat he has been unable to cast this spirit of uncultivated, primeval man out of Wurstel. He will allow him to be anything, if only he will appear to be polite. What the further course of the wedding was cannot be made out from the few fragments that have come down to us, and Goethe's sketch in Dichtung und Wahrheit. The unusually large number of characters in the play would have made it possible to turn upon the most varied conditions, ideas, and men the lantern of the merry scoffer. But he soon discarded the subject as too broad and too vulgar. If the play had been completed we should possess a comedy little inferior to those of Aristophanes in wit, and superior to them in bold licence.